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The inspiration behind Ochres was to bring the 
contemporary and the traditional together in a 
seamless way, while retaining the integrity of our 
stories. Ochres is the work that inspired much of 
Bangarra’s repertoire and one of the earliest examples 
of our signature style. Now – 21 years on from its 
creation – it’s the base for the next generation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists to embody 
Bangarra’s artistic expression.

In the beginning of Bangarra, we rehearsed in Redfern 
– it was our stomping ground. Ochres started brewing 
there during 1993/1994 with early members of the 
Bangarra family: my brothers David and Russell Page, 
Djakapurra Munyarryun, Bernadette Walong-Sene, 
Frances Rings and Pinau Ghee among others. Paul 
Keating’s 1993 Redfern speech was burning in us, and 
the Creative Nation policy put art and culture firmly on 
the Government agenda. With Bangarra being fresh on 
the scene, these events fuelled our energy to create 
this work and we went on to tour Australia and the 
world. 

To present the full production back in the Inner West of 
Sydney in 2015 at Carriageworks (our first ever season 
here) is very special and exciting.  For me, watching 
the evolution of Ochres from 1994 until now with our 
current dance ensemble is such a beautiful thing and 
a testament to the continuing of our cultural stories.  

Thank you for joining us for this production’s 21st 
anniversary.

STEPHEN PAGE, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
BANGARRA DANCE THEATRE

INTRODUCTION

Carriageworks is honoured to partner with Bangarra 
Dance Theatre to present their very first season at 
Carriageworks. Bringing the 21st Anniversary season 
of Ochres to Redfern, sacred ground for Aboriginal 
Australia, is an important moment for Carriageworks 
and our communities.  The original staging of Ochres 
in 1994 represented a watershed moment for 
Bangarra, bringing the company national and 
international attention and shifting the ground of 
contemporary dance in Australia forever. It led to 
sold-out performances across Australia and around 
the world and established Bangarra as a critically 
important voice in the country’s cultural landscape. 
We congratulate Bangarra and Artistic Director 
Stephen Page for the extraordinary contribution the 
company has made over the last 21 years. We are 
able to present Ochres through the ongoing support of 
the NSW Government through Arts NSW and we thank 
them for their assistance.

LISA HAVILAH, DIRECTOR
CARRIAGEWORKS

OCHRES

Ochre is a clay substance that represents a huge part 
of Aboriginal life. It is used for rituals and ceremonies, 
visual arts, healing...it is also a symbolic way for 
Aboriginal people to tell their stories through body 
painting while celebrating the spirit of these stories 
through dance. Ochre comes in four major colours: 
yellow, black, red and white. 

CHOREOGRAPHY 
Stephen Page and Bernadette Walong-Sene
CULTURAL ADVISOR AND GUEST PERFORMER
Djakapurra Munyarryun
MUSIC David Page
COSTUME DESIGN Jennifer Irwin
SET DESIGN Jacob Nash
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ABOUT

CARRIAGEWORKS is the largest and most significant 
contemporary multi-arts centre of its kind in Australia. 
Engaging artists and audiences with contemporary ideas 
and issues, Carriageworks has a reputation for 
presenting large scale immersive programs that are artist 
led and emerge from Carriageworks’ commitment to 
reflecting social and cultural diversity. The Carriage-
works Artistic Program is ambitious, risk taking and 
unrelenting in its support of artists.

BANGARRA DANCE THEATRE is an Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander organisation and one of Australia’s leading 
performing arts companies. We are widely acclaimed 
nationally and around the world for our powerful dancing, 
distinctive theatrical voice and utterly unique 
soundscapes, music and design.

Led by Artistic Director Stephen Page, our dance technique 
is forged from over 40,000 years of culture, infused with 
contemporary movement. The company’s dancers are 
professionally trained, dynamic artists who represent the 
pinnacle of Australian dance. Each has a proud Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander background, from various 
locations across the country.

Our relationships with Indigenous communities are the 
heart of Bangarra, with our repertoire created on Country 
and stories gathered from respected community Elders. 
It’s this inherent connection to our land and people that 
makes us unique and enjoyed by audiences from remote 
Australian regional centres to New York.

Complementing the company’s touring roster are 
education programs, workshops and special performances 
and projects, planting the seeds for the next generation of 
performers and storytellers. 

 


