


Welcome to Bangarra Dance Theatre's 1994 Newsletter!

The yeatr is still young and Bangarra has been all around the country, all into the new production,
NINNI, and all covered in major Awards. We've done well and are looking forward to what else the
year will bring.

Don't forget to get your friends along to NINNI - it's going to be fabulous.

Monica Stevens, one of Bangarra's
founding members plays the role
of the mother, Ruby in NilNNI.

NINNI Leads

L-R standing, Rachael Maza,
Djakapurra Munyarryun, Lama
Pinau Ghee. Sitting, Russell Page
and Frances Rings.

*Photos by Paul Sweeney

ABOUT NINNI

NINNI is a dance drama about a family’s search for their common cultural identity in the face of social, politi-
cal and historic issues that confront Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people today.

NINNI is also a woman'’s story. The story telling is related by Moira, played by Rachael Maza, fresh from her
leading roles in Louis Nowra’s “Radiance” and ABC TV’s “Heartland”. Moira is the elder daughter of a family
torn apart by the long term effects of colonisation. She is determined to find her estranged sister and two
brothers, restoring not only the family bonds but also each member’s own spiritual and personal identity.
Moira is a young woman with an old soul. She is the Ninni who challenges each of her brothers and her sister
to come to terms with their identity and feelings. A Ninni is a stirring, organic spirit who creates situations
between people, causing them to confront their life’s history, journey and purpose.

This is the story of the rite of passage of each member of the family and their journey of spiritual renewal - a
significant story in the Year of the Family.

NINNI is dance drama with edge - stylish, racy, risk taking and relevant. It reflects the youth and energy of
Bangarra’s dancers, the power of its story telling, the company’s growth and artistic richness.

Be sure you don’t miss out on this spectacular new Bangarra production at the Enmore Theatre.
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Update on our new Cultural Centre .....

by Robin Bryant

Bangarra may have a new home, just 10 minutes walk
from the famous Sydney Rocks area! The prestige of The
Rocks area and its accessibility (attracting millions of
tourists annually) is bound to present sponsorship and
unlimited marketing opportunities.

The proposed Indigenous Cultural Centre, located on
Sydney’s tourist belt, will also house other indigenous
companies including Boomalli Aboriginal Artists Co-
operative, Black Books, Black Fella Films and
Aboriginal Artists Management Association. A centre
that reflects the indigenous cultures of Australia is long
overdue in Sydney and will provide long term stability
for the above major indigenous art organisations. The

Bangarra dancers the world's media at

idea has been conceived and developed at all stages by
Aboriginal people, and undertaken on the premise that
the Centre be controlled by indigenous Australians.

The lease offered by the NSW Government had been
downgraded from short term lease of 10 years to a short-
er 7 years lease, giving the Cultural Centre tenure only
until the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games.

“Considering we have been here for over 40,000 years,
seven years is but a split second in our history”, said Rob
Bryant, General Manager of Bangarra, and Chairperson
of the Cultural Centre Executive Committee. “We would
like to propose freehold title, or at least a 99 year lease,

oposed Cultural Centre

otherwise we have no permanent long term security in
which to develop a Cultural Centre”. These comments
came during the recent visit of Prince Charles to the pro-
posed site in January.

The current proposal limits the number of businesses
that can operate within the complex. With the natural
growth of the mentioned organisations, the proposed site
at MSB Bond Store 3 may not be adequate.

It’s now thought that the proposed site should be
extended, making use of the two adjoining warehouses.
Warehouse MSB Bond Store 4 provides access to
Hickson Road, Walsh Bay and MSB Bond Store 2 access
to public transport via ferries through Piers 8 and 9.
Ferries travel past them regularly enroute
between Circular Quay and Darling
Harbour.

“The indigenous cultures of our country
are a major asset for all people and
should be promoted in a proper manner.
This recognition, embodied by the pro-
posed site, is long overdue”, says Rob.
i Indeed, such a plan would provide long
term employment opportunities and a
physical identity for major indigenous art
organisations in New South Wales.

Imagine travelling up the Parramatta
River, or driving across the Harbour
Bridge and seeing the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Island flags flying proudly
and defiantly above the Indigenous
Cultural Centre.

Rob also said in his speech during the
visit by Prince Charles. “Sydney and Australia will be
richer, culturally and financially, if the proposed Cultural
Centre is given the necessary support at the highest levels
by NSW and Federal governments”.

With the Olympic 2000 preparations well underway,
Sydney needs a cultural icon with an AUTHENTIC
indigenous flavour; Bangarra and the above indigenous
art organisations needs a permanent HOME!!

*#% STOP PRESS - A twenty year lease has now been
mentioned in the NSW Parliament, being recorded by
Hansard!!

Member encouraging their support too.

Bangarra knows it has your support for this vital project and asks you to write to your Local
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF WORLD'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
FUNDING BODIES
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Bangarra Dance Theatre took part in the
opening of the 1994 Adelaide Festival on 25
February. First the men from the Warlpiri
Tribe of Yuendumu created a spectacular
Ground Painting, singing the story of the
painting with songs and dances performed by
women from the Warlpiri community.
Bangarra then opened the Amphitheatre pro-
gram which included Yirrkala, Torres Strait

Island and contemporary dances. Watched adtavil : - : $
by about 700 Festival goers, this very popular Djakapurra Munyarryun with a member of the Kanak Dance group of Wetr,

show was the first of twelve Bangarra perfor- NeW Caledonia, playing reed flutes.

mances during the Festival.
We then joined many other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups in a follow-on celebration organised by
Tandanya Aboriginal Centre at the Open Roof.
During the following week we took part in the Open Roof program, along with other indigenous groups from
Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, Cook Islands, Western Samoa, Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia and Korea.
We also did some school shows during the Festival and our dancers took the opportunity to see performances by
international companies such as the Frankfurt Ballet, the Wuhan Acrobatic Circus from China, Hakutoba, a
Bhuto company from Japan and The Mark Morris Dance Company from New York. The Festival Fringe Club
was right next to our accomodation so company members were able to catch all sorts of alternative entertainment
too.
Tandanya Aboriginal Centre hosted a picnic in Rymil Park for visiting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
artists and some of the Company met the South Australian Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell, at a luncheon at
given at Government House during
\t “ ™15 ! 1,21 PR o ;g; ."Lz"‘{‘—f"!;';E B | the Festival. She was later intro-
1 1~ ‘ !\’4‘ : ‘ H g' 1 .'i! ' ll » %1 i _duced to all of the company after
AR ‘j \‘,\ 1N e = ‘ 1T : attending our final performance in
3141 r 3 b b i e ; i the Amphitheatre.
) = /2 Festivals like this give Bangarra a
. chance to not only see other compa-
nys’ work but also to join in their
classes. Cynthia Lochard took part
in a class with the Frankfurt Ballet,
with some of our dancers in atten-
dance and Frances Rings attended a
class with the Mark Morris Dance
Company from New York.

s O T
ance Theatre & the Western Samoa National

Big smiles from Bangarra D
Dance Theatre.

* Photos by Trevor Connell



introducing new dancers to

Sean Choolburra

Born in Townsville, North Queensland into a family of
twelve children, Sean belongs to the Djiru, Kalkadoon and
Bwcoloman people. During his years of growing up in
Townsville, Sean had always been associated with dance in
some form, ranging from rap dance to modelling and working
in TV commercials. In 1991 Sean was
accepted into NAISDA, performing in
three annual productions:
“Reflections, Myths and Legends”
and “Koey Surum”. During his three
years with NAISDA Sean travelled
to the traditional communities of
the Torres Strait Islands and
Ernabella in South Australia.
In 1993 Sean completed his
Certificate in Dance, and in
1994 was offered an
apprenticeship with
Bangarra Dance Theatre.
He recently performed with the company at the 1994
Adelaide Festival.
For Sean, working with Bangarra is exciting. “I’'m training
and working professionally at the same time. I love it, the
challange. Bangarra has made their own style and that’s what
really bought me here. Bangarra to me means awareness and
promoting of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island culture.”
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DANCE THEATRE

Gina Rings

Born in Port Augusta, South
Australia, Gina spent most of
her childhood growing up in
Murray Bridge and Port
Maclay, a small reserve in
S.A. Gina began her
dance training during
her final years of high school.
After completing Year 12 she
then went on to study at the
Performing Arts School in
Adelaide, majoring in dance and
drama for two years and partici-
pating in various productions. In 1993 Gina was
accepted into NAISDA and entered into third year
because of her previous dance training. During this time
Gina was exposed to traditional dance and culture.
Travelling to the traditional communities of the Torres
Strait Islands was an important part of her training and
growth. After her year with NAISDA Gina decided it
was time for her to move on to the next step in her
career as a dancer. In 1994 she was offered an appren-
ticeship with Bangarra Dance Theatre and recently per-
formed with the company at the 1994 Adelaide Festival.
Gina’s aim is to one day choreograph and direct.

Asusamg |nedq Aq soloud,

Guest dancers for Bangarra's NINNI season are Roula Kantarzoglou and Bernadette Walong.

Bangarra Friends' Application Form

Complete the details below and return to:
Bangarra Friends

PO BOX 875

STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012

O laman existing Friend signing up a new member

Namess el Sl aite s e e
Membership:NO: .o it bbb e b 2

OR
O 1 would like to become a new Friend

Membership is valid for one year from the date of joining.
Please select your membership choice and indicate all names
in Dual and Family memberships. One membership will be
issued in each name.

Single — $25

Dual Membership — $40

Family/Household (4 people) — $60

Concession (Students/Pensioners) *— $15

Life membership — $1000

Corporate membership — $2000

* Student/PensionenNor st vt

Name Qi i o bt b me s Nalis b G0 v bl

AJUress: ..oy o e s e e
Posteode: .. oaie
Phone): i s BUSINBSS: oo stoiss

Enclosed is my cheque or money order for $..............
OR
Please credit my:

O Bankcard O Mastercard
O Vvisa O Amex

Card:Numbor: Heasihy i e v Uit
Expiry date: ....... TR

Sighalline: deeea e o e

Name ol @ard Holder: 25 . ..ot g,



BANg NEWS

AUSTRALIAN ENTERTAINMENT “MO” AWARDS
This sure is a big year for Bangarra and awards!

The “MO” Awards are Australia’s annual awards for excel-
lence in live entertainment.

Two of Bangarra’s wonderful dancers, Stephen and Russell
Page, have been nominated at this year’s 19th “MO” Award
in the Dance Performed of the Year category.

The Awards will be presented at Her Majesty’s Theatre on
June 14.

Good luck to our two nominees.

Jo-Anne Miley joins Bangarra as Marketing Consultant.
She's happy to be back from the Big Apple. Welcome aboard
Jo-Anne.

Illoma Tim who has danced with the company for four
years leaves us to have a child. You'll be missed 'Lom but
I'm sure we'll see you around.

G o

This project has been made possible o
with assistance from the Australiaj | Council

New South Wales Government for the Arts
through the Ministry for the Arts
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SIDNEY MYER PERFORMING ARTS AWARD

Bangarra Dance Theatre has been nominated as a Joint Group
Winner for 1993 of the prestigious Sidney Myer Award.

The Awards are designed to bring national attention to the
work of a group who is making a distinctive contribution to the
Australian performing arts and who shows promise of even
greater achievement. They are Awards which are given to
groups who have also shown themselves to be fine, original
artists, capable of initiative and daring in their work and who
take a wide, generous view of their profession.

The Tenth Anniversary Sidney Myer Performing Arts Awards
was presented by David Williamson in Melbourne cn April 15.
Bangarra splits the $34,000 with Doppio Teatro, Australia’s
most highly regarded bilingual (Italo-Australian) theatre compa-
ny. Geoffrey Rush won the Individual Award, and Marguerite
Pepper the Facilitator’s Award.

The Award says Bangarra “under the artistic direction of
Stephen Page, has rapidly become widely recognised both

.nationally and internationally for its highly distinctive combina-

tion of traditional and contemporary dance and music. This
unique fusion has brought a new dimension to Australian
dance and choreography”.

Congratulations Bangarra!!!

Bangarra is sponsored by:
ANSETT AUSTRALIA
ARTHUR ANDERSON

ESSO AUSTRALIA LTD.
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PETER D. WALKER & CO.



