
"Fkere's a wondeul trust and exchange with the audience of a angarm pcnioru:ancc. Ac guide tjou on a ourneq. 
a meeting  of the urban sociaL traditional dreaming and pure abstract dance that's 

wH  we can speak to all peoples. 

passion, emotion and respect - this is what people have to have to su'ive, its got to be part of the human immune system. If ou 
are honest to the process it will naturall attract those people h0 want to listen." 5tephen rage, Artistic Director. 

Tonight's program AwakenIngs features pieces from bangarra Dance Theatre's award winning  skow 5km 
and other favourite 5h05 5h as QcI,re5 and /s1,. 

Dr9 Mud 
Vvomen's business. An abstract portraga/ of traditional hunting  

and gathe ring methods, wit!, a particular female energj  inspire d 

Abor(inaI women who nurture and maintain Mother ]arth. 

Pancers Yolande 5rown, Jaeggj Misi, Ljnia kFi5,DC,5lCtj  

Koberts, reta 5trachan 

5lack 
Men s bu5iness. An a5h storm has h/own over. Tlie ca/land 

7 of ijoung men initiation can on1ij  be viewed from a 

tance 

Dancers Victor bramich, Lewis Lanipton, Joel blanco, 5ani 

T 

Toxic 
A raw and powerful stor, j  about the effect of mining  pro/ ects 

on traditional desert homelands and culture. Jagged bodies 

struggle and convulse With toxin5. 

D ancers:otande brown, f'egg ii Misi, Lima Kim, E)e5le q  
Koberts, reta 5trackan 

Dingo 
A sacred and powerfu/initiation ceremonij  from traditional 

law - a 9oung bo becomes a man and is given 

the totem of the Dingo. 

Dancers Joel b!anco (solo), Victor 5ramicli, 3ani 

T o\vnson, Lewis Lanipton 

Kk9t6m Dance [orre5 5trait Jsland) 
A vibrant tradjtioi,a/ rh9thm dance featuring seed pod shal<ers 

and the infectious energij  of hand clapping and drums. 

Dancers: teggtj Mis, LJma Kna, 5am Townson. 

Turtle 5hell (Waru) (forres 5traft island) 
,Song written Helen Ann, choreographed eggi j  MisL A 

celebration of(he wind, the sea and the different patterns on 

turtle shells. 

D ancers:'y'ola:-ide brown, reggO  Mis:, Lima Kris, Des1et3 

Loberts, reta trachan 

Cocoon 

A lt spirit travels and searches for a meeting ground, 

a place of rebirth. 

D ancer:V:ctor bramick 

White 

A tdawn, Mother rarth qawns; her call engulfs the white ochre 

spirits. 

Dancers: (Trio )eta 5trachan, Yolande brown, egg j  Misi 
Duo )Llma Krs, 3ani Townson CT51 Trio )Lewis Lampton, 
reggij Mis, Lima Kn5/Desle Kiberts (Liq ing  Lox Theta 

,5trackan Duo) Victor 5ramich, 'y'olande brown 

(L:nal tr:o)Desleq Roberts, rcta ,5traclian,  'ewis Lampton 

(Joel blanco ensemble sections) 



AN GAKKA DAN C1. Th IATK1 
5 angarra Dance Theatre is one of the L)oungest and the oldest of Australia's dance 
companies. Jts lying traditons go back at least O,OOO 9ears enconloas5ing Aboriginal 

and Torres 5trait slander histor9  and culture. bangarra also reflects the lives and 
attitudes of Indigenous people toda9. 

tep5 that have pounded the dust of a dri continent for 50 long  are the source of a trul9  
Australian dance language, that mingled with international dance influences, creates its 

own uni9ue shapes and rhpthms. 5tories that are entwined withndigenous 5piritualit9  

and philosopH help to mould the presentations that bangarra puts on stage. 

bangarra Dance Theatre was formed in I -?S 1 b Carole Johnson, founding  direetor of 

NAISDA (Australia's national indigenous dance school) alongwitk NAI5DA 

graduates. in I 991, Stephen rage was appointed artistic director and the following 9ear 

he choreographed the cornpaniys first full_length work raq ing  Mantis Dreaming. 

While ms creative talent h3d alread9  been noted, it was as chief choreographer for 

5 angarra that he developed a dance language, which combined h5 Aboriginal heritage 

with his urban lifestle. In i99, Ochres was a breakthrough, both for the companlj  and 

for Australian dance. Choreographed b9  3tephen rage and bernadette Walong with 

artists from bangarra Dance Theatre, it was a hit with audiences and a revelation for 

dance critics in Australia and overseas. 

The ke9  to Ochres, and the works that follow, is the close collaboration of the creative 

team. Djakapurra Mun9arr9un is bangarra's cultural consultant as well as a leading  
dancer, didjeridu pla9er ard songrnan. in consultation with the elders of the MunL.larrun 

( Jan in Dhalinbu, North Last Arnhem Land, where he grew up, Djakapurra is the 

source Of bangarra's traditional knowledge. 

Other members of the creative team include Stephrn's brother David rage, and 5teve Lrancis, who have composed and produced music 

for most of bangarra's works, as well as projects 0f their own. David and 5teve'5 music follows a similar line to Stephen's dance in bringing  
together elements of past and present, tradtional percussive instruments and modern technolog . Above all there are the dancers. it is their 
dedication and willingness to journe9  with Stephen that has enabled him to realise h5 creative vision. 

jn 1997 Stephen developed another benchmark work called Jites in which bangarra Dance Theatre joined forces with tke national 
flagship classica 

Cit9  C en 	

l compan9. the Australian ballet. f'ites premiered at the 1 997 Melbourne I=estival add was taken in I 999 to New York's 
ter in 1999. 

Lollowing /ites audience anticipation for the next work grew - and the9  had plent9  to look forward to in 2000. Stephen directed the 

Indigenous  segment of the Opening and Closing ceremonies of the 5dne9  Ol9mpic Games as well as Tuow,guIe. the opening  
ceremon9  of the Ol9mpic Arts Lestival. At that time bangarra Dance Theatre also premiered a new work created for the occasion, 5Lin, 
at the 5dne9  Opera house. which has since won Stephen and bangarra the coveted helpmann Award for best New Australian 

Work and best Dance Work in 2000. 

Through bangarra's involvement with the AwaL'enigs segment of the Opening Ceremon9 of the 59dne9  2000 Ol9mpic Games new 
connections were made Indigenous communities in the Central Desert. As a result, in April 2001, 12 dancers and 7  production crew 

traveled to (Jmuwa, 500 kilornetres south of (Jluru, to run south workshops under the watchful e9es 0f elders from the region. (The land is 

ritantatjara land and belongs to the Anangu people.) The visit to the Central Desert ended with a one_night-onl9  sell-out performance of 

AtvaLen'ngs at Araluen. 

Lollowing  these outstanding  successes, Stephen rage h55 created a new triple_bill work titled Corroboree, which will tour to brisbane. 

Melbourne and 59dne9  in 200. A rich visual feast and a return to a purit9  of dance and tradition, Stephen rage's new triple bill embraces 
ni the Dreamtie, a time when animal spirits occupied the land without the influence of humans. 

Also scheduled for 2001 is a tour of regional NS\Av' further consolidating  hangarra's connection with communities in rural Australia. The 

jear will culminate in a I e cit9  North American tour (1th New York artists' agencp CM). a highlight of which promises to 6c the compan9's 

New York debut as part of the prestigious SAM, Next l/Va'e Down (Jnclerfestival. 

The NSW Legional Tour was made 

possible 6 9  

nsw. 

AWAKLNJNG5 FKODUCTION TLAM 
Jasmine Gulash - Assistant Artistic Director 

John Colvin - rroduction Manager 

JOlin Matkovic - Set designer " Mechanist 

Lbon  Williams  - Assistant Stage Manager 
N arelle Lewis - Stage Manager 

Nna Veretennikova - rehearsal Director 

Sand9 Ireland - business Manager 

Sangarra Dance Theatre 

would also like to thank 

Principcii ponso 

eIstra 




